





News Bulletin 
Published Weekly by the | 
FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION) 
9 East 45th STREET, NEW YorRK, N. Y. | 
Subscription, Fifty Cents a Year 





| 
Jas. G. McDONALD, Chair’n; CHRISTINA MERRIMAN, 


Sec’'y; Geo. M. LAMontTe, Treasurer; ESTHER G. 
OcpEN, Membership Sec’y. 


Membership $5 a Year Telephone Vanderbilt 5740 | 
Vol. ILL, No. 12 February 1, 1924) 














The returns from F. P. A. mem- 
bers on the Bok Peace Plan to 
January 30, are 981 voting “YES” 
and 37 “NO.” 


If you haven’t yet sent your vote 
to this office, please do so. 
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BRITISH LABOR’ 


S FIRST WEEK 





-1* HE Labor ministry has had a good press 

[ at home. The inclusion in the Cabinet 
of such experienced and well-known states- 
men as Viscount Haldane, Lord Chancellor; 
Lord Parmoor, Lord President of the Coun- 
cil; and Viscount Chelmsford, First Lord 
of the Admiralty; the obvious skill with 
which different sections of the Labor Party 
were included, and the recognized ability 
and character of such radical ministers as 










Philip Snowden, Chancellor of the Excheq- 
uer; Thomas Shaw, Minister of Labor; and 
" Sidney Webb, President of the Board of 
: lrade, did much to silence opposition even 
j from most conservative quarters. Ramsay 
n MacDonald’s decision to act as his own 
o- Foreign Minister was generally approved. 
i The other members of the Cabinet are also 
in recognized as able and intelligent: 
nt | John Robert Clynes, Lord Privy Seal and 
h- @@ leader of the House of Commons; Arthur 
-e- ticnderson, Secretary of State for Hume 
rt \ffairs; J. H. Thomas, Secretary of State 
te- the Colonies ; Stephen Walsh, Secretary 
State for War; Sir Sydney Olivier, Sec- 
ary of State for India; Brig. Gen. Chris- 
‘her Thompson, Air Minister; John 
to Wheatley, Minister of Health; Noel Bux- 
co- ton, Minister of Agriculture; William 
vil- \damson, Secretary of State for Scotland; 
in- (. P. Trevelyan, President of the Board 
. ' Education; Vernon Hartshorn, Post- 
ler- © master General; Colonel Josiah Wedge- 
= ™ wood, Chancellor for the Duchy of Lan- 


m™ caster; F. W. Jowett, Commissioner of 
will Works. 

MacDonald’s basic political philosophy 
! as well as his attitude towards national 
$sa- 
heir 
:om- 





‘volutionary movements within the Em- 

p.re was made very clear ina letter written 

—_ 6, given to the press on Jan- 
25, addressed to friends in India: 

“ey” watch sometimes with no little anxiety the 

gress of affairs in India. During all my political 

I have anchored myself firmly upon the con- 



























viction that if progress is to be well rooted it can 
only be carried on by what is called political or con- 
stitutional ways. 

“We have seen in our own generation all sorts of 
revolutionary movements which seemed to be suc- 
cessful, and which have broken contacts with the 
past, but in the end, after much physical suffering 
and the creation of evil tempers and a vicious spirit; 
they have had to return to pick up contacts that have 
been broken, and to apply the very principles they 
had rejected. 

“I can see no hope in India if it becomes the arena 
of struggle between constitutionalism and revolu- 
tion. No party in Great Britain will be cowed by 
threats of force or by policies designed to bring 
government to a standtill, and if sections in India 
are under the delusion that that is not 80, events 
will very sadly disappoint them. . 

“I know that the approach and good will should be 
mutual. My appeal is, therefore, not only to the 
Indians, but to the British authorities as well.” 

The new Premier has further elaborated 
his attitude towards the more important 
question between Britain and France. An 
interview published in the Paris Quotidien 
outiined frankiy the reasous wiiy he ve- 
lieves the Ruhr occupation to be a mis- 
take for France and a disaster for Britain. 
It is understood that he will soon propose 
a general discussion among the powers 
looking towards a genera] conference for 
the consideration of the problems of Ger- 
man reparations, allied debts, the revival 
of trade and the broadening of the basis 
of the League of Nations. Poincaré is 
reported to be anxious to remove such 
minor causes of friction as disputes about 
the Separatist Government in the Palatin- 
ate and what the British consider to be the 
French blockade of Cologne. 

The recognition of Russia, it has now 
been announced, will not be either im- 
mediate or uncondition al, MacDonald 
frankly admitting that the permanent offi- 
cials in the foreign office have brought to 
his attention considerations which make 
at least a brief postponement essential. 
This is only the first of what will doubtless 
















be many instances where the trained and 
highly respected non-political staffs of the 
governmental departments will check the 
ardor and modify the programs of the 
Labor ministers. 

The settlement of the railroad strike, an- 
nounced January 29, will greatly relieve 
the new Government and give it an added 
sense of confidence. However, it is gen- 
erally agreed that the Labor Government’s 
greatest immediate danger is not so much 
from its political opponents as from the 
series of nation-wide strikes which are 
threatened in some of the leading indus- 
tries, particularly among the miners and 


dockers. JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


After Lenin, What? 


€{7HO will succeed Lenin? Will the 
y death of the founder of Bolshevism 
January 21 materially change present con- 
di ions and tendencies in Russia? Does it 
ng recognition by the United States 
arer? 

Though Lenin had for months been un- 
‘ole to participate actively either in party 
o» government affairs, his influence, both 
direct and indirect, has been enormous and 
his sudden death was the occasion through- 
out Russia of overwhelming demonstra- 
tion of affection and regard. No possible 
successor can exercise an influence compar- 
able to his. Trotsky, defeated by his op- 
ponent in the Communist Party and per- 
haps seriously ill, has retired to the Cau- 
casus. Kameneff, president of the Moscow 
Soviet and brother-in-law of Trotsky, Zino- 
vieff, head of the Third Internationale, and 
Djerzinsky, former head of the Tcheka, 
have all been mentioned as possible suc- 
cessors to Lenin. But more likely than any 
of these is the increasingly powerful Stalin, 

nmissar of Nationalities and the creator 

f the Federation of Soviet Republics. 
lin cooperating with Kameneff and Zino- 
tT, defeated Trotsky’s program for the 
ion-wide militarization of industry and 
is insured the continuance of Lenin’s 
»olLey of trade and “limited capitalism.” 
i.ussia, therefore, will probably continue, 
as during the last two or three years, to 
move slowly but steadily towards a kind of 
state capitalism, peasant proprietorship 
and the widening of the still narrow Com- 
munist dictatorship. 

Recognition is to be expected soon from 
several of the more important European 
countries. The British Labor Government 
is definitely committed. Similar recogni- 
tion by the states of the Little Entente, 
Czecho-slovakia, Jugoslavia and Roumania, 
was foreshadowed in a statement issued 
by Benes on January 26. Italy is expected 
soon to sign a treaty with Russia to be 
followed by de jure recognition of the So- 
viet régime. In Washington the designa- 
tion of Senator Borah as Chairman of the 
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sub-committee of the Foreign Relations 
Committee to study the question of recog- 
nition is sometimes interpreted, without 
very substantial evidence, as foreshadow- 
ing a modification of the Administration’s 
non-recognition policy. J. G. McD. 


Italy Annexes Fiume 


TALY at last has an unimpeachable title 
to Fiume. The first part of a general 
treaty between Jugaslavia and Italy, an- 
nounced January 29, recognizes in full the 
latter’s claim to this port, thus settling 
at last a controversy which, during the 
Peace Conference and since, has been so 
often a serious storm center. The second 
part of the treaty pledges both countries 
to friendly neutrality if either is drawn into 
war and provides for a mutual defensive 
alliance, in case of invasion of either by an- 
other state. It is interesting to note that 
provision is also made for common action 
in the event of an economic war being de- 
clared against either. A commercial treaty 
is to follow. A mixed Claims Commission 
will also be instituted to carry out the pro- 
visions of the treaties. 

This Adriatic “Entente” may prove much 
more significant than at first appears. It 
will strengthen Italy in her Mediterranean 
claims. It may weaken the bonds of the 
Little Entente. But possibly even more 
important, it will make Yugoslavia less de- 
pendent on France. 


Progress of Dawes’ Committee 


UB-COMMITTEE No. 1 of the Repara- 
tion Commission, of which Genera] 
Dawes is Chairman, goes this week to Ber- 
lin to continue its study of the problems 
of stabilizing the German currency and 
balancing the budget. It has already is- 
sued a statement indicating that one phase 
of its reeommendation will be the establish- 
ment of a gold currency bank, independent 
of the German Government and possibly 
with a measure of international control. 
This announcement followed a series of 
friendly and satisfactory conferences with 
Schacht, the President of the German 
Reichsbank, who is generally credited with 
the creation of the Rentenmark. 


The Extension of the Three-Mile Limit 


HE Anglo-American Treaty giving to 
the United States the right to extend 
its search for illicit liquor within a boun- 
dary described as one hour’s steaming dis- 
tance from the shore, in return for permis- 
sion granted to British vessels to bring 
legitimate alcoholic stores into American 
waters under seal, clears up one of the 
most irritating sources of friction between 
the two countries. It is confidently ex- 
pected that the new Labor Government will 
promptly ratify the agreement. It is hoped 
that similar action may be taken by the 
U. S. Senate. 
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